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From The President 
CAPT Douglas Ehrhardt 

USN (Ret.) 

Greetings: 
 The halfway point of the year is almost 
upon us and there have been many, new on-
going activities that are of importance to 
Chapters in our North Carolina Council. 
 Let me begin by saying that since our 2nd 
Quarterly NC Council meeting hosted by the 
First Flight Chapter in Kitty Hawk, NC, I 
have been participating in a number of Coun-
cil and Chapter events that have kept me “On 
the Road.”  
 In the April 17, 2016 edition of “Council 
Comments,” I hope that you read about how 
our North Carolina “Storming the Hill” team 
was able to visit 13 of our 15 Senators and 
Representatives in Congress.  I’d like to think 
that our efforts helped contribute to some of 
the outcomes that are being considered in the 
2016 National Defense Authorization Act 
that’s currently being debated in Washington. 
As you may recall, the two issues that 
MOAA took to the Hill included the repeal of 
disproportionate fees for TriCare and the 
elimination of the Widow’s Tax.  In recent 
web postings on MOAA, Lt Gen Dana Ad-
kins has shared the good news concerning 
TriCare, but whereas the Widow’s Tax was 
not eliminated, the supplemental payment 
that was due to expire in 2017 will be contin-
ued...something more that will need to be 
made part of “Storming” in 2017. 
 I also want to boast a little about how our 
North Carolina visit to DC in April resulted 
in a very nice two page photograph of our 

team on page 34 of the June 2016 edition of 
“Military Officer” magazine.  Along with 
MOAA President, Lt Gen Adkins (seen cen-
ter) and Director of Council and Chapters, 
COL Barry Wright (in dark glasses), Ms. 
Erica Parra, Currently Serving Spouse Advi-
sory Committee (far left), BOD member COL 
Mike Rogers (3rd from right) and NCCOC 
President, CAPT Doug Ehrhardt (far right) 
were honored to be picked along with the 
Kentucky and Colorado Chapters to be the 
faces of “Storming 2016” as a large group 
photograph of all the participants on the capi-
tol steps wasn’t made this year due to the 
unsightly appearance of the scaffolding cov-
ering the dome of the building. 
 On May 11, 2016 more NC Council mem-
bers continued to address veteran issues 
along with the North Carolina Veterans 
Council (NCVC), and other organizations as 
part of the Legislative Day held in Raleigh. 

 Following set-up, events of the day in-
cluded an opening ceremony in front of
the Legislative Building, the many vet-
erans and veterans groups honoring the
colors, and a bagpiper playing
"Amazing Grace and leading the pro-
cession into the building to "Storm" the
legislators.

 Next, representatives of approximately
15 veterans groups met with Senator
Louis M. Pate to share the 2016 Legis-
lative Goal and Associated Talking
Points.

Reminder: 
Make a reservation 
at the Middlebrook 
Inn for the 3rd 
Quarter NCCOC 
Meeting...do it today! 

mailto:mailto%20www.moaanc.org
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The President’s Message 
(continued from page 1) 

 A Vietnam War 50th Commemorative Ceremony
was held at 9:00 AM to invite all eligible veterans
from the conflict to be recognized with a com-
memorative lapel pin and certificate as part of the
ceremony. A total of 49 serving veterans were
honored.

 All veterans attending the legislative day met with
Speaker Tom Moore in the House Chambers to
hear his remarks and were then given a period for
Q&A.

 In the afternoon, veterans were invited to attend
the House and Senate sessions, beginning at 2:00
PM and hear the reading of resolutions sponsored
by NelsonMullins and to receive recognition by
the legislators.

 As Vice Chair, as well as the Legislative Chair of the 
NCVC, special thanks again go out this year to COL 
Jeri Graham, USA-Ret. for her tireless and dedicated 
efforts on the legislative front each year as we “Storm” 
the North Carolina Legislature. 
(Look to a follow-on article in this edition of “Council 
Comments” concerning the issues taken to Raleigh on 
the legislative front for NC veterans.) 
 Finally, NC Council President Doug Ehrhardt attend-
ed three wonderful meetings of Chapters in May, to 

include the Central Carolina Chapter (Capt Mark Bey-
mer, USMC-Frm., President), the Triangle Chapter 
(COL Matt Segal, USA-Ret., President), and the Os-
borne Piedmont Chapter (LTC Lee Richmond, USA-
Ret., President).   
 Elsewhere in this newsletter, the plans for the 3rd 
Quarterly Meeting hosted  by the High Country Chap-
ter, as well as the President’s welcome letter, infor-
mation on hotel reservations and a dinner reservation 
form can be found.   
 NC President Doug Ehrhardt will count that meeting, 
along with the 4th Quarterly Meeting to be hosted by 
the Catawba Valley Chapter in November, as Council 
visits for 2016, but is also planning on having an on-
site visit to the remaining 9 chapters in 2017…please 
look at your own Chapter calendar of events and con-
tact CAPT Ehrhardt with an invitation on your planned 
schedule and he’ll do everything to make it happen.  
And don’t forget, we’ll be having a statewide conven-
tion in 2017 (currently in the early planning stage) and 
we hope to have maximum participation by Chapters - 
not just officers, but from your general membership, 
too!  We’re looking to a site that will give everybody a 
wonderful opportunity to attend our NC Council busi-
ness meetings - but not too many - and enjoy a family 
vacation in the selected locale.  Stay tuned! 

A Message from 
COL Jeri Graham, USA-Ret. 

MOAA Board of Directors 

I am deeply honored to have been nominated to serve on the 
MOAA Board of Directors but need to go through the general 
membership voting that will take place with the August edi-
tion of Military Officer.  Ed and I are both very excited about 
this opportunity to extend the Never Stop Serving motto.   

My sincerest appreciation to you, your Chapter leaders and 
members, for all you do across North Carolina to represent all 
service members and their families, past and present. 

CONGRATULATIONS, JERI! 
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NC Legislative Activities 
2016 

May 11. 2016 Preparations by COL Jeri Graham, USA-Ret., NCVC Legislative Chair: 

 November 2015 - Orientation program at Legislative Building for VSO leaders and Legislative Chairs.

 With notice of Short Session dates and publication of bills that were eligible for action during the short ses-
sion, we reviewed that list, and with good consultation with several legislators and Nelson Mullins lobbyists,
narrowed that list down to those that were less complex and could be acted upon within the Short Session.

 Wrote letters to all Chairs and Members of Committees where these bills were now sitting.

 Wrote to Primary Sponsors of those bills, expressing the support of the NCVC for those bills.

 Worked on establishing appointments with Primary Sponsors.  Communicated dates/times when able to be
scheduled. Prior to 11 May, had appointments with Rep G. Martin, Avila, Adcock, Floyd, Cleveland, Graham,
Horn, Szoka.

 Coordinated with VA, Department of Mil & Veteran Affairs for data for book marks.

 Developed initial talking points paper but with late breaking changes, not able to finally publish until 10 May.

 Met with Legislative Services to schedule Vietnam 50th Anniversary Commemorative Event to honor those
Vietnam Vets working anywhere in the Legislative Building. Invited all to participate.  COL Ed Baisden or-
dered supplies and drafted script.

 Met with Speaker and Sen. Pro Temp staff to schedule Legislative Day morning meetings .

 Coordinated with 4th Branch. Continue to support HB 114.

Legislative Bills before the NC Legislature: 

 H 05 Military Veterans Special Plate

 H256 Handicapped Parking /Veterans Plate

 H842 Medicaid Waiver Protections

 H860 Limit Soldiers Community College tuition

 S105 Include # Veterans Employed

 H114 Equal Tax Treatment of Government Employees

 A recently added bill that has important implications is House Bill 1104.  This bill would allow a judge to use
PTSD as a mitigating factor when sentencing a veteran professionally diagnosed with the illness and currently
in treatment.  Please read about North Carolina’s Veterans Treatment Courts.

May 11, 2016 - Legislative Day: 

 Impact of HB2 covered in the newspapers etc.

 Larger number of Veterans available for the day.  Many were visiting the offices of their legislators before and
after large group meetings.

 Requested support in spreading the word that Legislative Day is for every Veteran.  As with MOAA, we can
be one powerful voice.

 Legislators often say that what is also most important is to meet with them when they are at their home offices.

 COL Graham has met very helpful staff and legislators in the building.

Follow-on Actions: 

 An after action survey is going out to all NCVC member organizations.

 There is a need to continue following up with Primary Sponsors as well as Senate Committee chairs and mem-
bers.

Work by the 4th Branch: 
 The 4th Branch has hired a small company to develop and execute a campaign plan.  They will work with the 
lobbyist company – Ken Melton and Associates.  While the Engage technology has been onboard for quite some-
time but there there have been relatively few groups whose members have signed up.   We have expressed great 
concern about the lack of involvement by 4th Branch member groups, the lack of messaging via the website  
www.4thbranchnc.org   I believe that we can see that they have begun to be quite active.   I would certainly ask 
that you continue to encourage your chapter members to opt in to the website.  The Greer group has a 7 month con-
tract so let’s give them every chance to perform. 

http://www.4thbranchnc.org
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Challenges Faced by Iraq War Reserv-
ists and Their Families 

Looking for a good program?  Finding a good program 
of interest to Military Officers is always a challenges for 
a local MOAA Chapter.  Here’s a program opportunity 
with a powerful resource centrally located in Salisbury, 
North Carolina, U.S. Air Force Chaplain Dr. Ken J. 
Walden.  Dr. Walden is currently on the Hood Theolog-
ical Seminary Faculty and still active as a reservist with 
20th Fighter Wing at Shaw AFB located in Sumter, SC.  
During Operation Iraqi Freedom he was assigned as a 
Chaplain in the 452 Air Mobility Wing located at March 
AFB, in Southern California.   

During the war and on his return Major Walden had 
opportunity to examine the emotional, physical, psychi-
atric, relational, and spiritual challenges experienced by 
military reservists and their families during pre-
deployment, deployment, and post-deployment related 
to their involvement in the Iraq War.  He did substantial 
research investigating two interrelated problems caused 
by the Iraq War: (1) the unprecedented, multifaceted 
suffering experienced by U.S. military reservists and 
their immediate family members, secondary to actual or 
possible combat deployments to Iraq; and (2) the unan-
ticipated challenges their suffering poses to the military 
chaplains, civilian pastors, and family members caring 
for them. 

As all Military Officers know the propensity of citizens 
to join the U.S. military has declined since the middle of 
the 1980s.  The military is proportionately smaller, rela-
tive to the U.S. population, than it has ever been in its 
history—all while doing more now than it has ever 
done.  Our heavy reliance on computer-based technolo-
gy in current wars require that troops be available 
around the clock to interpret the continuous flow of in-
formation received.  In fact, military personnel deployed 
in the Iraq War worked an average between twelve to 
sixteen hours each day, typically six days per week.  
Furthermore, many military personnel deployed to the 
Iraq War between two and five times, or more.  In the 
past, multiple deployments to any war—even Vi-
etnam—were rare and especially rare for reservists.  

U.S. military reservists were 20.8% of the total number 
of military troops deployed to Iraq and 13.3% of the 
total number of troops deployed to Afghanistan.  Troops 
deployed with multiple deployments amounted to 7.5% 
of the total number deployed to Iraq or Afghanistan.   

Dr. Walden’s research points to the contour of these 
problems both within the reserve units and at home.  He 
also carefully addresses: (1) How can military reserv-
ists, whether deployed or not yet deployed—and their 
immediate family members—stay strong or at least sta-
ble during a war? and (2) How can others, support them 
during a war? 

I endorse Dr. Walden’s book ("Challenges Faced By 
Iraq War Reservists and Their Families") or Ken Wal-
den as a speaker for any North Carolina MOAA Chapter 
needing a program that will be both interesting with an 
abundance of facts and also helpful in facilitation of 
communication with military reserve families in their 
current or recent military service.  You may contact him 
at:  kwalden@hoodseminary.edu (email); (248) 974-
9225 (cell); or (704) 636-6571 (work). 

http://www.amazon.com/Challenges-Faced-Reservists-Their-Families/dp/1610977858/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1364998338&sr=1-1&keywords=ken+j+walden
http://www.amazon.com/Challenges-Faced-Reservists-Their-Families/dp/1610977858/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1364998338&sr=1-1&keywords=ken+j+walden
mailto:kwalden@hoodseminary.edu
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3rd Quarter NCCOC Meeting  

 Located just 1 block from the center of Down-
town Blowing Rock, NC, Meadowbrook Inn is ideally 
situated near the Blue Ridge Parkway where you can 
visit Grandfather Mountain, several ski resorts, 
Linville Falls, Moses Cone Manor, or shop at  
the Mast General Store and one of Tanger Out-
lets’ shopping malls. 
 Shown at right is the Linville Viaduct 
on the Blue Ridge Parkway, the 1243-foot con-
crete segmental bridge that snakes around the 
slopes of Grandfather Mountain. Recognized 
internationally as an engineering marvel, it was 
the last section of the Blue Ridge Parkway to be 
finished and was completed in 1987 at a cost of a 
mere $10 million.  At the Visitor Center, read 
about the construction of the Viaduct and get 
general Parkway information.  

A Chapter President’s Welcome Letter, reser-
vation form for the Friday dinner and reserva-
tion information for the Meadowbrook Inn 
follows on page 6 and 7.  You can also visit 
the Calendar page by clicking here: http://
www.moaa-nc.org/detail.php?
thiscat=_calendar&item=1452476835. 
 

 Room Rates for the August 12-13, 2016 
3rd Quarterly North Carolina Council of 
Chapters meeting will be $86 Thursday, 
$154 Friday and Sat Night and $86 Mon-
day. 

 Rooms will be held until 12th of July.   

 Dinner on Friday evening will be $31 per 
person 

 
See you in August! 
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High Country Chapter President’s Welcome Letter 
3rd Quarterly NCCOC Meeting 

Blowing Rock, NC 
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Dinner Reservation Form 
3rd Quarterly NCCOC Meeting 

Friday, August 12, 2016 
Meadowbrook Inn, Blowing Rock, NC 



 

North Carolina Council 

of Chapters 

896 Lake View Trail 

Fleetwood, NC 

28626 

 

Address Correction Requested 

        Council Comments is the newsletter of the North Carolina Council 
of Chapters and is published four to six times per year.  A current issue 
of the newsletter can be found on the North Carolina Council of Chap-
ters website, www.moaa-nc.org. Anyone wishing to receive this news-
letter by e-mail may do so by contacting us using the “Contact Us” link 
on the website, www.moaa-nc.org/contact.php.  
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